Achievements  and  Aims  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union 
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The  above  sketch  shows  the  front  of  the  modern,  ^ 
four-story  building  (with  20,000  sq.  ft.  of  floor 
space),  1816  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  oc- 
cupied  exclusively  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  a  unique  and  distinc¬ 
tive  organization  which  has  grown  from  a  benevolent  idea  to  a  national  institu- 
*  lion.  Here  are  located  the  headquarters  of  the  organization,  including  the  retail 
book  store,  stock  and  shipping  rooms,  editorial  department,  missionary  depart¬ 
ment,  maiKng  rooms,  composing  room,  bindery,  etc.  Over  fifty  people  are  regu¬ 
larly  employed  in  these  departments,  in  addition  to  which  there  are  over  200 
active  field  missionaries,  whose  work  is  supervised  and  directed  from  these  cen¬ 
tral  offices.  The  Society  is  now  rounding  out  100  years  of  highly  successful  work. 
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Foreword 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  an  organization  for  social 
and  intellectual  progress  as  well  as  moral  and  spiritual  development. 
Its  work  and  influence  extend  throughout  the  nation.  In  com¬ 
munity  development  work  in  rural  America,  it  stands  alone  and 
unequalled. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  its  work,  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  has  numbered  among  its  active  workers,  some  of  the 
ablest  men  in  America — Authors,  Statesmen,  Jurists,  Financiers, 
and  Merchants. 

The  first  president  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  was 
Alexander  Henry,  prominent  merchant  and  philanthropist,  whose 
administration  marked  some  of  the  most  important  developments 
of  the  Society’s  early  history. 

The  many  men  of  prominence  who  have  served  as  officers  or 
committee  members  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  include: 

Hon.  John  McLean  (2nd  President),  Congressman,  Postmaster 
General,  and  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court; 

Francis  Scott  Key,  who  attained  national  fame  as  the  author  of 
“The  Star  Spangled  Banner”; 

Henry  Clay  Trumbull,  widely  known  editor  and  author; 

Hon.  William  Strong,  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court; 

Morris  K.  Jesup,  noted  financier  and  philanthropist  and  president 
of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce; 

John  A.  Brown,  financier  and  founder  of  the  house  of  Brown 
Brothers  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  London; 

Jay  Cooke,  another  financier,  of  world- wide  renown; 

Hon.  James  Pollock,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Director 
of  the  Philadelphia  Mint; 

Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  United  States  Senator; 

William  H.  Wanamaker,  prominent  merchant; 

and  many  other  men  of  high  standing  and  sterling  character, 
both  past  and  present. 

Among  the  Society’s  famous  editors  were  included  such  men  as 
Samuel  Austin  Allibone,  L.L.D.,  author  of  the  “Dictionary  of 
Authors,”  a  monumental  and  standard  work;  and  Bichard  Newton, 
D.D.,  known  as  “The  Prince  of  Children’s  Preachers.” 

In  connection  with  the  forthcoming  celebration  of  its  one-hun¬ 
dredth  anniversary,  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  planning 
to  enlarge  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  to  make  its  work  more  fully 
known  and  understood  throughout  the  country. 
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Principal  Objects 

(а)  To  establish  and  maintain  Sunday-schools  in  communities 
that  are  without  churches  or  regular  religious  services. 

(б)  To  circulate  religious  and  morally  uplifting  literature  where- 
ever  it  is  needed. 

(c)  To  stimulate  active  and  systematic  co-operation  among 
Christian  workers  in  rural  communities. 

(d)  To  improve  and  develop  Union  Sunday-schools  by  educating 
their  teachers  and  workers  for  more  efficient  work. 

(e)  To  serve  as  an  efficient  agency  in  practical  community  de¬ 
velopment  work  as  set  forth  on  page  5. 

Some  Actual  Accomplishments 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  founded  approximately 
120,000  Sunday-schools,  or  an  average  of  about  four  a  day.  Its 
work  covers  practically  every  state  of  the  Union. 

Following  are  some  of  the  actual  figures  for  the  year  ending 
February  29,  1916: 

1,413  new  Sunday-schools  organized,  including  7,376  teachers 
and  68,804  scholars. 

14,753  Sunday-schools  visited  by  the  Society’s  representatives 
and  practical  aid  rendered  to  76,156  teachers  and  902,109  scholars. 

23,812  addresses  and  sermons  delivered,  and  204,450  families 
visited  in  their  homes — largely  in  undeveloped  territories. 

10,770  Bibles  and  25,663  copies  of  the  New  Testament  dis¬ 
tributed. 

242,500  books,  booklets,  maps,  charts,  and  other  Sunday-school 
requisites  issued. 

8,565  special  books  furnished  (free)  to  theological  students  and 
Christian  workers. 

69  churches  of  various  denominations  developed  during  the  year 
from  Union  Sunday-schools. 

8.441  conversions  were  reported  as  one  most  important  result  of 
the  Society’s  work. 

495  Young  People’s  Societies  and  prayer  meetings  were  estab¬ 
lished,  and  29  houses  of  worship  were  erected. 

And  over  two  million  copies  of  Sunday-school  periodicals,  weekly, 
monthly  and  quarterly,  were  distributed  during  the  year. 

The  above  figures  will  give  some  idea  of  the  general  activities  of 
the  organization.  A  complete  detailed  report  of  the  entire  year’s 
work  will  be  furnished  upon  request. 
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Practical  Results  in 
Community  Development 

Tlie  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  should  not  be 
looked  upon  merely  from  the  standpoint  of  religious  activity.  A 
large  porlion  of  the  Society's  work  is  in  communities  which  are  in  a 
loir  slate  of  development  socially,  morally  and  intellectually. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Society’s  missionaries  first  of  all  to  teach 
these  people  hoiu  to  live.  They  are  brought  together  through  the 
medium  of  Sunday-school  organization.  The  work  is  new  and 
interesting  to  them.  The  monotony  of  their  lives  is  broken.  They 
become  imbued  with  new  thoughts  and  new  ideals  and  the  desire  for 
mental  and  moral  development  becomes  a  fixed  determination. 
Very  frequently  the  habits  and  customs  of  an  entire  community 
will  be  changed  as  a  result  of  this  work. 

Public  education  alone  is  not  sufficient  for  community  develop¬ 
ment.  In  fact,  without  moral  and  religious  influence,  it  is  fre¬ 
quently  without  noticeable  benefit.  It  is  because  of  this  fact  that 
the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  so  vitally  im¬ 
portant  and  merits  the  support  and  co-operation  of  Christian  workers 
of  all  denominations  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  here  apropos  to  quote  the  words  of  the  Hon.  James  Pollock 
who  was  Vice-President  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  for 
thirty-five  years.  In  one  of  his  many  stirring  addresses  he  flashed 
these  thoughts:  “There  is  a  national  Christianity,  an  American 
Conscience,  a  great  American  heart.  That  heart,  that  conscience, 
must  be  touched  and  enlightened  with  the  glorious  truths  of  the 
Bible  before  they  can  feel  and  realize  and  know  the  responsibilities 
they  owe  their  country.  American!  Every  association  that  sur¬ 
rounds  that  name  pleads  eloquently  the  cause  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union." 

Under  President  Roosevelt’s  administration  in  1909,  a  special 
governmental  commission  was  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
on  the  moral  and  religious  conditions  existing  in  the  rural  com¬ 
munities  of  the  United  States.  The  commission  held  thirty  public 
hearings,  attended  by  farmers  and  farmers’  wives  from  forty  states 
and  territories.  One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  answers  to 
questions  sent  out  by  the  commission  were  collated.  Concerning 
the  moral  and  religious  problems  investigated,  the  commission  de¬ 
clared:  “ITe  miss  the  heart  of  the  problem  if  we  neglect  to  foster  personal 
character,  and  neighborhood  righteousness.  The  best  way  to  preserve 
ideals  for  private  conduct  and  public  life  is  to  build  up  the  institutions 
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of  religion.  The  whole  people  should  understand  that  it  is  vitally 
important  to  stand  behind  a  rural  church,  and  to  help  it  to  become 
a  great  power  in  developing  concrete  country-life  ideals.” 

As  a  pioneer  and  leader,  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has 
been  working  for  a  whole  century  upon  the  principles  of  co-operation 
and  voluntary  service,  so  strongly  emphasized  by  this  special  govern¬ 
mental  commission.  And  the  remarkable  results  attained  during  this 
period  convincingly  demonstrate  not  only  that  the  Society's  work  has 
been  directed  along  the  right  lines,  but  also  that  it  should  be  equipped  for 
constantly  increasing  activity  in  this  great  field  of  work.  There  are  still 
forty  million  or  more  persons  in  this  country  entirely  outside  the  Churches 
and  unreached  by  religious  instruction.  Most  of  these  are  children  whose 
lives  should  he  molded  now  while  they  are  readily  susceptible  to  Christian 
influence  and  teaching. 

Not  a  Denominational  Organization 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  original  and  present  object 
is  summed  up  in  this  extract  from  its  constitution:  “to  establish  and 
maintain  Sunday-schools,  and  to  publish  and  circulate  moral  and 
religious  publications.” 

The  Society’s  Board  of  Managers  consists  of  thirty-six  laymen 
and  these  at  present  represent  ten  different  branches  of  the 
Protestant  faith.  Its  Committee  on  Publication  is  composed  of 
members  representing  seven  different  denominations,  and  nothing 
can  be  issued  to  which  any  member  objects.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Society’s  work  is  broad  in  its  scope  and  yet  guarded  in 
its  operation. 

Means  of  Support 

The  Society  is  supported  chiefly  by  individual  contributions,  re¬ 
ceived  from  every  part  of  our  country.  It  also  realizes  a  certain 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  books,  periodicals  and  supplies,  which  helps 
to  meet  the  cost  of  the  large  amount  of  such  literature  which  is 
distributed  free  every  year. 

In  proportion  to  its  limited  resources,  the  results  accomplished 
by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  have  been  wonderful  indeed, 
and,  with  adequate  resources,  its  work  could  be  promoted  so  widely 
that  the  whole  rural  life  of  the  nation  could  be  influenced  and  de¬ 
veloped  intellectually,  socially,  morally  and  spiritually — which,  in 
turn,  would  gradually  influence  the  life  of  the  entire  population.  This 
is  the  aim  and  ambition  of  the  Society  and  all  its  workers. 
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Your  Co-operation 
Is  Invited 

In  conclusion,  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
has  long  been  recognized  as  indispensable  to  the  welfare  of  rural 
America,  and  as  the  need  for  work  of  this  character  is  becoming 
greater  rather  than  less,  the  co-operation  of  every  Christian  worker, 
no  matter  where  located,  is  earnestly  invited. 

The  development  of  unenlightened  communities  through  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  Christian  principles  and  correct  modes  of  living  is  un¬ 
questionably  a  work  of  national  importance  because  it  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  country’s  future  development  and  should  therefore  be 
of  interest  to  every  American  citizen. 

We  invite  your  co-operation  and  participation  in  the  forthcoming 
celebration  as  well  as  your  support  in  the  future  work  of  the  Society. 

American  Sunday-School  Union 

1816  Chestnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Note. — For  the  benefit  of  those  who  desire  to  leave  a  portion  of 
their  estates  to  Christian  work,  but  who  cannot  afford  to  sacrifice 
their  incomes  while  living,  the  Society  has  provided  a  special  form  of 
Assured  Income  Bonds.  These  bonds  pay  a  fixed  income  for  life; 
and  upon  death  of  the  donor,  the  income  is  devoted  to  the  work  of 
the  Society.  These  bonds  are  issued  in  different  forms  and  the 
income  may  be  paid  to  one,  two  or  more  persons  as  desired.  They 
afford  absolute  safety.  Moreover  the  income  yielded  is  above  that  of 
the  average  investment  and  is  always  paid  promptly.  There  are 
no  taxes  or  commissions  to  pay  and  all  costs  and  difficulties  in  the 
settling  of  estates  are  avoided.  Full  information  may  be  secured 
by  writing  the  Treasurer  at  above  address. 

N.  B. — This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  five  pamphlets  designated  as  A,  B,  C,  D 
and  E.  The  other  four  pamphlets  will  be  gladly  furnished  upon  request. 
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